KNIGHTON DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB

CHAIRMANS REPORT 2009

This has been a very successful year for the club with regular numbers increasing and the summer move to a Tuesday evening bringing in new players and meaning that the club continued to function well throughout the year. The fewest pairs we have been early in the year was 5 and the most at a normal club night was 13 pairs. Our main Director has been Kevin with Kay taking over when he has been away. Richard and Neville have also directed a couple of evenings.

At the start of the year we were using the Plough Inn but problems of storage meant that we moved to the Red Lion for the summer. This was a good venue with the landlord, Chris, being very helpful. The move back to a Friday for the winter meant that the pub was too noisy and the last move we made was to our present home at the Offa’s Dyke Centre. I think we all agree that this is a perfect venue with Jen being extremely friendly and helpful to us. We pay £30 a night, which is more than at the pubs, but now that numbers are more stable and we have a reasonable balance in the bank we feel we can cover this.

We enrolled a large number of members in the Welsh Bridge Union last year using funds available from the normal table money. Some of those who enrolled through us have not played consistently at the club. This will not be as easy this year so only those returning forms saying that they wish to join the WBU will be paid for.

We entered teams in the Mid Wales League and the A team of Kevin, Jack, Neville and Margaret finished in 3rd place. The B team of Tony, Kay, Richard ad Mary playing in the second division did not get all the matches played and ended in 3rd place. This year we have only entered one team in the league. We also competed in several Simultaneous Pairs Competitions on a world, national and Mid Wales levels. In February we played a teams of 8 competition in Llanddewi against other Mid Wales clubs- we did not cover ourselves in glory!!.

We ran a successful Bridge Drive in Whitton, organised by Heather and raised £608 for the Whitton Church.

Kevin and Kay have run eight weeks of lessons at Kevin’s house with 8 players some of whom are total beginners and some who are improving players. Some of these have already played in the Club and others will join hopefully next year.

For the future it is important to bring in new players and to maintain an average of 5 or more tables per week. We will need to decide on the best evening to run the club in the summer to do this. 

I would like to thank Mary as secretary for all the work she has done this year and also Tony for keeping our accounts in order as Treasurer, and Kevin for Directing us so well on our Club evenings.

